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Abstract

Of three positions regarding the pre-Fall consump-
tion of lower aquatic creatures, one is seldom taken
(and rightfully so): that these creatures are actually
plants. A second position is that these small crea-
tures indeed experienced pre-Fall death, but that
lacking nephesh life, this death was and is as benign
as vegetative death. Thus, there is an implied cre-
ative category between “vegetation” and “crea-

ture.” A third view is posited here: that these
primary and secondary creatures indeed possess
nephesh life, yet their original provisionary nature
for other creatures” consumption is physiologically
evident and biblically allowable. This third view of
pre-Fall mortality can be adopted without support-
ing the evolutionary idea of death as a creative
mechanism.

Introduction

The impetus for exploring various aspects of pre-Fall mor-
tality is that present creation scholarship does not offer a
normative, compelling position on the matter. In addition,
evolutionists might find ample opportunity in this regard
to discredit biblical creation presuppositions.

It is not difficult for biblical creationists to envision the
pre-Fall “mortality” of vegetation. Plant material was clear-
ly given for original consumption (Genesis 1:29-30).
Though consumption need not affect an entire plant, it is
nonetheless fatal to grazed herbaceous seedlings, or to
seeds themselves (viable embryonic plants) eaten by birds.

In addition to stating this purpose outright. the creation

apoptosis, or pre-programmed cell “death” as yet another
benign and usually purposeful end.

Accepting the possibility of nephesh death before the
Fall, however, is another matter, resisted by biblical crea-
tionists for good reasons including: 1) the biblical infer-
ence that such widespread death resulted from the Fall of
man, and 2) the biblical fact that death was not offered as
God’s mechanism for bringing forth created kinds.

Difficulty in the matter of pre-Fall death arises when
discrimination is unclear between vegetation and “crea-
tures,” or between the life nature of plant cells and the life
nature of creatires For examnle aanatic nradincerc in_















